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ECONOMIC HISTORY 
Period:  

Third term 
 

Course hours:  
 20 
 
Teachers:  
 Gabriele Cappelli (10 hours) 
 Michelangelo Vasta (10 hours)  
 
Exam methods: 
 Two-stage assessment: 

1. An extended Review Report (RR) for one of the papers presented during the lectures. 
2. An Economic History Research Project (RP) that must be written in small groups. 
3. The participation in the class discussion will also be assessed.    

 
Prerequisites: 
 N/A 
 
Module by Gabriele Cappelli 
 
Program 

This Economic History module aims to present a broad introduction to the discipline by discussing its central 
topics as well as frontier research being carried out in the field. This module will also focus on a few specific 
topics – development in the Global South, historical gender inequality, types of education and economic 
growth, and spatial and comparative economic history – by presenting original research, while discussing 
relevant methodology for conducting work in within this field.  

 
Educational objectives 

The PhD students will get acquainted with the main topics in Economic History. Furthermore, they will learn 
how economic theory and quantitative tools can interact with historical analysis and primary sources to shed 
light on important questions concerning the economy in the past – as well as the present day. Students will 
also be introduced to the virtues and limitations of different historical sources and methodologies. 

 
References 

Allen, Robert. C. (2011), Global economic history: a very short introduction. Oxford, OUP. 

Beltrán Tapia, Francisco and Gabriele Cappelli (2023), ‘Missing girls in Liberal Italy, 1861–1921.’ The Economic 
History Review (online early view). 

Cappelli, Gabriele, and María José Fuentes Vásquez (2023), ‘What education is an engine of economic growth? 
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Blum, Matthias and Chris Colvin (2018), An economist’s guide to economic history. London, Palgrave 
Macmillan. 



Frankema, Ewout, and Marlous van Waijenburg (2023), ‘ Bridging the Gap with the ‘New’ Economic History of 
Africa.’ The Journal of African History 64 (1): 38–61.  

Frankema, Ewout, and Marlous van Waijenburg (2023), ‘What about the race between education and 
technology in the Global South? Comparing skill premiums in colonial Africa and Asia.’ The Economic History 
Review 76 (3): 941-978.  

Other references will be provided throughout the module.  

 
Module by Michelangelo Vasta 
 
Program 

The main idea of this Economic History module is to present how the field relates to Economics. This issue will 
be presented by using empirical data on articles published both in the top field journals and in the top 
generalist economics journals. This module focuses also on a few main topics – historical transport networks 
and development, institutions and human capital accumulation, innovation, wages and economic growth – 
while discussing relevant methodology for carrying out research in economic history more in general.  

 
Educational objectives 

The PhD students will explore the connections, as well as similarities and differences, between Economic 
History and Economics. Furthermore, they will learn how economic theory and quantitative tools can interact 
with historical analysis and primary sources to shed light on crucial  questions concerning the economy in 
the past – as well as the present day. Students will also be introduced to the virtues and limitations of different 
historical sources and methodologies. 
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Economic History’. In The Handbook of Historical Economics, edited by Alberto Bisin and Giovanni Federico. 
Cambridge (MA): Academic Press: 17–40.  
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economic history?’ Review of Regional Research 42: 227–248.  

Nuvolari, Alessandro, Gaspare Tortorici, and Michelangelo Vasta (2023), ‘British-French technology transfer 
from the Revolution to Louis Philippe (1791-1844): evidence from patent data,’ Journal of Economic History 
83 (3): 833-873. 

Ridolfi, Leonardo (2022), ‘The French economy in the longue durée: a study on real wages, working days and 
economic performance from Louis IX to the Revolution (1250–1789).’ Working paper. See also: Ridolfi, 
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Economic History 79 (3): 589-627.  
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Other references will be provided throughout the module.  

 


